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The Tourism Development of Disaster Memorial Facilities and Narrative Formation in Experiential
Tourism: Recovery Processes and Emerging Trends in Dark Tourism in Minamisanriku, Miyagi

Prefecture

KOUCHI Yoshiaki

Bukkyo University

This paper examines the process by which tourism has been reshaped in Minamisanriku Town,
Miyagi Prefecture, through the lens of dark tourism, with a particular focus on remnants of the Great
East Japan Earthquake and disaster memorial facilities. It conceptualizes tourism in disaster-affected
areas as a process transitioning from devastation to recovery, and considers not only the preservation
and development of physical sites, but also the therapeutic and social impacts of interactive and
experiential content on both visitors and local residents. In doing so, the study explores the role
tourism plays in contributing to what may be termed a "comprehensive recovery."

Under the leadership of the town’s mayor, the former Minamisanriku Disaster Prevention Office —
one of the few remaining physical traces of the disaster—was transferred to municipal ownership and
preserved as part of the Minamisanriku Memorial Park of Earthquake Disaster. The establishment of
a memorial monument and tree-planting initiatives have created a space that symbolizes both the
memory of the disaster and the collective will to rebuild. The Minamisanriku 3.11 Memorial functions
as a site of memory transmission, serving to foster disaster preparedness and awareness through
resident testimonies and archival materials. These facilities act as points of connection between
tourists and community members, offering both spiritual resonance and educational value.

Minamisanriku Hotel Kanyo, which served as an evacuation center and logistical support base in
the immediate aftermath of the disaster, has played a multifaceted role in memory preservation and
community engagement. Initiatives such as the preservation of Takano Kaikan as a private disaster
heritage site, the ongoing operation of a storyteller bus tour, and the development of the Forest of Life
with a View of the Sea have contributed to the creation of interactive spaces that promote remembrance
and dialogue. In the Togura district, the reuse of the former Togura Junior High School as the Togura
Community Center, alongside symbolic sites such as the Space Cherry Blossoms and Isuzu Shrine,
exemplifies efforts to link the memory of the past with hope for the future. These sites function as
spiritual and cultural anchors within the community.

Minamisanriku’s approach to recovery extends beyond physical reconstruction. The town has
promoted a more holistic recovery by advancing policies and educational initiatives grounded in
disaster preparedness and mitigation, constructing archives, reconstructing local identity, and creating
spaces for memory transmission that include elements of mourning and prayer. This comprehensive
approach to recovery serves as a potential model for integrating tourism into long-term post-disaster

resilience strategies.
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