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Reconstruction of Economic Society and Tourism Following the National Emergency
Declaration because of the Spread of COVID-19: A Content Analysis of the Yomiuri

Shimbun Iwate Prefecture Edition

KOUCHI Yoshiaki
Bukkyo University

In 2020, the global spread of the coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, significantly
reduced the demand for domestic and international tourism. In this case, the question raised
was that what impact did the Japanese government’s emergency declaration have on
economic society and tourism? Thus, this study focuses on Iwate Prefecture, with the lowest
number of infected people among the 47 prefectures and compares newspaper reports from
2019 and 2020 to clarify the overall impact. For this study, the Yomiuri Shimbun Iwate
Prefecture edition (Tokyo morning edition) was analyzed, including 47 days of articles
published from April 8 to May 26 in both years, respectively. The quantitative analysis of
the data was performed by using a KH Coder.

Based on the results, three points were clarified: First, among the ranking of the extracted
words in the verb formed by adding “suru” to the noun, in 2019, “damaged” (125 words) was
ranked first, “reconstruction” (116 words) was ranked second. And, “great earthquake” (99
words) was ranked third in the noun. In 2020, the first place of each extracted word was
replaced with “virus” (345 words) for the noun, “infection” (523 words) for the verb formed
by adding “suru” to the noun, and “new corona” (343 words) for the proper noun. Second,
regarding the co-occurrence network of extracted words, in 2019, strong relationships, such
as “damaged” (125 words), “reconstruction” (116 words), “eastern Japan” (100 words),
“great earthquake” (99 words), and “tsunami” (63 words) were formed. In 2020, “infection”
(523 words), “new corona” (343 words), “virus” (345 words), “spread” (217 words), and
“prefecture” (240 words) were connected, with the largest cluster being formed. Finally,
regarding the weekly use of the extracted words, in 2019, 31 words were in the top 7 across

7 weeks, whereas in 2020, there were only 10 such words.
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